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E.Y.E. on God’s Word—Full Speed Christianity

| wanted to share with you a devotional that | receivédeadlly spoke to my heart
and who | am as a Christian.

As many of you know, in addition to coaching wrestlingpént a number of years
coaching high school and middle school football. During practve would routinely use
various drills, run-throughs, and scrimmages to prepareetima for upcoming games.
There were times where the coaches would have ougerglayalk through plays and scenar-
ios. At other times, we would have players pick up treepgoing through drills at half-
speed so, as coaches, we could make sure that everysme wa
Love the Lord your God |the right place, doing the right things. Then, we would put
with all your heart and | players through full-speed scrimmages, with full contdc

with all your soul and |found that, typically, most injuries occurred when we hag-p
with all your strength. |ers involved in full-speed exercises, but one of thegrtawas
Deuteronomy 6:4-5 | only going half-speed. This half-speed player would be the one
injured.

Looking back on my life, | have noticed a similar pattermy spiritual life.
Throughout my life | had have a basic belief in Jesus| tegisted following Him whole-
heartedly -- sort of a half-speed Christianity, if yoli.Wihis was the time in my life when |
struggled most with faith. At times it seemed that §tfanity wasn’'t working for me and |
became frustrated with trying to incorporate faith inte. IAt other tough times | harbored
resentment toward God for the life situations | foungetf in. And for a while | walked
away from any visible evidence of following Christ. In opinion, half-speed Christianity
leads to spiritual injury.

The Christian life was not designed to be lived at-Bpdfed. This isn’t to say that
any of us follow Christ perfectly in this life. But a elehearted faith that reflects our desire
to be all that God wants us to be, and to do what Gotswanto do are daily choices each
of us can and should make. This daily choice, regardfessrdaults and imperfections,
gives us a proper life-perspective and aligns us with Gotnguis in a position where
God is able to make the most out of our lives and to gtowg in faith. This is where we
live out a full-speed Christianity.

As in full-speed football, so also in the Christld®, injuries: Hurts and disappoint-
ments still happen occasionally along the way. It's past of the “game.” But, our most
significant safety factor is found in living our lives whbeartedly for Christ, day-in and
day-out.

So as you begin to make your plans for this summesreedf your goals to live a
full-speed Christianity. You may encounter trials aioltations along the way but by liv-
ing full-speed in Christ, you will find that the time yaeef defeated will diminish and the
victories will become more evident.

TR SPECIAL POINTS OF INTEREST
;“U“NTAI %% 7 » FRESH—June 9th & 10th —Tennessee Youth Annual Conference at /.‘ ’]
¥ ¢ Brentwood United Methodist Church
k « SUPER SUMMER at the EYE-June 13th — 5:30p-7:30pm Vv

» Vacation Bible School-June 17th-21st—5:30-8:30pm @ Historic Site
I Mountain TOP—Leave on June 24th @ 6:30am from Historic Site
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E.Y.E. on the Epworth Graduates

We want to again stress how proud we are of outugting seniors. Thirteen seniors graduated
from high school this year. That is a large numifeyouth to see move on into the world, but
these are extraordinary people. They are all lkaffdo exciting times at college and life. We
know that God is a part of each of them and thay thill listen to His call. On Sunday, May
20th, we celebrated their time at Epworth and $igatly in the youth group with a dinner and a
video that highlighted their transitions from middichool to high school. It was incredible to
see how each of them have grown and changed oegretirs. They are a group that includes
Eagle Scouts, a Drum major, a national champioertéader, numerous members of the Page
State championship and world finalist band and rcgleard, a member of the world finalist
Drum line, and many more amazing accomplishmentey are grounded in their faith and lead
others by example. As they leave us to begin tha&is, we want to remind them to rely on Je-
sus Christ for the love, strength, and endurandieda life of honor and followers of Christ.

The following is a list of those graduates: AndrBass, Nathaniel Crothers, Cassie Crowell,
Katelin Ford, Rachel Gary, Lina Heard, Corey Lohtgdley Long, Dorothy Mayfield, Max
Scott, Jenny Siniard, Sarah Sipes, and Jill Wilson.

Good Luck and be sure to visit often!

E.Y.E. on the Youth Group During the Summer

This summer we want you to come energized to ygublp excited about what you will experi-
ence during our time together. We also want yobaee time with your family to worship God
and relax on the weekends. So EYE will move tosismmer schedule startindednesday,
June 13th We will meet from5:30pm-7:30pm We will begin with a snack supper and then
move into fellowship and program time. You will berprised each time you come so you don't
want to miss out. We will be assisting with VaoatBible School during the week of June 17th—
June 21st. The children love to interact with ymd you all provide such positive role models
for them.

We plan to have some day trips during the summaevedisand we want your input about those.
Our annual trip tdPointe Mallard will occur onJuly 22th, so mark your calendars now. The
summer Wednesday schedule will continue from Jite-+July 25th. We will also be organiz-
ing trips to the Brown Bag Concert Series at ThepRes Church in Franklin during the summer.

YOU WON'T WANT TO TAKEYOUR EYES OFF OF THIS SUMMER AT THE eye!

E.Y.E. on the Summer Youth Events and Activities
sponsored by the Tennessee Conference

We would like to encourage you to participate ie ofithe upcoming Tennessee Youth
Conference events!
* Nashville Sounds Game—June 3 @ 6 pm
* FRESH (During Annual Conf) June 9-10 @ Brentwood UNC
(We will be going to present info about our 2006 trip to Mountain TOP)
* Nashville Shores Youth Rally— July 8th
e Summer Sizzler—August 3-5, 2007
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E.Y.E. on Mountain TOP 2007 VoL 3, Issues

Epworth will be represented at Mountain TOP with a group of 22 servants. This includes
adults: Brad Fiscus, Dawn Scott, Chip Hunter, Andrea Berrett, Cindy Peden, and Debbie Temple.
In addition, there are 17 youth group members participating: Max Scott, Katelin Ford, Jessica
Spencer, Alexis Reddich, Camille Perrett, Leslie Temple, Andy Scott, Kali Berrett, Koty Berrett,
Joshua Underwood, Rachel Underwood, Blake Hastings, Samantha Porter, Shelby Reed, Austin
Eddy and Hayden Howell.

While we do have a great group of adults going to camp, their role at camp is the same as the
youth and they are encouraged to let the youth take the lead in all aspects of the experience.

- gmeT

What is Mountain TOP? ‘ i
After serving together at the Hinton Rural Life Center in S
North Carolina during the summer of 1974, several
youth from Blakemore United Methodist Church in§
Nashville, Tennessee wanted to take their experience
into their own "backyard." After much prayer and plan-
ning, the Mountain T.O.P. dream was born. The back-
yard turned out to be the Cumberland Mountain counties
east of Nashville. In the summer of 1975, the first Moun-
tain T.O.P. camp was held at Beersheba Springs Meth-
odist Assembly in Grundy County. Over 200 participants, representing 12 church families, were a
part of this first camp.

Now over 30 years later, Mountain TOP is an interdenominational Christian Mission affiliated with
the Tennessee Conference of the United Methodist Church, dedicated to rural life ministry in the
Cumberland Mountains of Tennessee. For more info go to www.mountain-top.org.

Mountain TOP Training Day

On Saturday, April 21st, the youth and adults that are attending Mountain TOP participated in a
training day at Melissa and Ted Berrett's home. Our missions director, Dawn Scott, shared some
of the guidelines and policies of Mountain TOP and Rich Scott shared his expertise in tool use and
safety. Once each of the tools were explained, the group was then set on the task of cleaning up
the downed brush on the Berrett property. They worked hard at picking up and cutting up downed
trees and branches along the driveway leading up to the house. They worked for about 4.5 hours
clearing the debris into a pile that will later be burned by the Berrett's. We appreciate the Berrett's
hospitality and donation to the youth group to help with expenses for the Mountain TOP trip. Un-
fortunately some of the participants came away with poison ivy, hopefully by now, everyone is
healed and excited about the upcoming trip.

When do we depart on our mission?

We will be leaving Epworth on June 24th at 6:30 am from the Historic site. We will participate in
the experience through the morning of June 30th. Please send each of us mail to (Participant’s
Name) Mountain TOP, P.O. Box 128, Altamont, TN 37301

EXCITING NEWS- We Received another YSF Grant!!

For the 2nd year in a row, Epworth Youth Experience has received a grant from the Tennessee
Conference Youth Service Fund. Last year, we received a $1500.00 grant to use for mission re-
lated projects, this year’s grant is even greater at $2000.00. This money will be used to help with
the costs of Mountain TOP as well as other EYE mission opportunities. We appreciate the support
of the Tennessee Conference and YSF.
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EPWORTH UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH YOUTH FELLOWSHIP

Brad Fiscus, Director of Youth Ministries
bifiscus@yahoo.com

Dawn Scoft, High School Leader
mustard_seed@bellsouth.net

Marilyn Crothers, High School Leader
marilync@wes.edu

Tony Wesley, Middle School Leader
titanwes@cs.com

Alicia Marshall, Middle School Leader
akisnever@comcast.net

Phone: 615-790-6695
Fax: 615-790-1665
Brad is in his office at Church on
Mondays and Fridays from 9:00 am to
2:00 pm but he is available if needed.

Epworth UMYF Officers
*High School Officers*
Jill Wilson,

President
Jenny Sinniard, Vice
President
Camille Perrett,
Secretary
Blake Hastings,
Communications
*Middle School Officers*
Faith Carol Marshall,
President
Shelby Reed, Vice
President
Samantha Porter,
Secretary

e rth wraeow ot e oericesrico =

JUNE, 2007

The mission of Epworth United Methodist Youth Fellowship is to
develop a strong Christian foundation
based on the word of God in our youth.

Through this development they will experience an atmosphere of
nonjudgmental love and care that is based in the word of God.
From this foundation,
they will form the basis for future spiritual growth as well as the
ability to base future life decisions on the application

of the scriptures.

E.Y.E. on Upcoming Meetings and Activities

19
(@

June Meet from 5:30p-7:30p on Wed.
3rd Faith and Family night at the Nashville
Sounds, Tennessee Conference Event
9th —10th FRESH- Tennessee Youth Annua|
Conference @ Brentwood UMC
Wednesday, SUPER SUMMER @ the EYE
June 13th 5:30p—7:30p— Snack supper provid
17th FATHER’'S DAY
DON'T FORGET DAD!!!,
17th-21st Vacation Bible School—-
5:30p- 8:30p Please come ready to assist in making this

year’s VBS a memorable and educationa
experience.

24th— Sunday

Leave for Mountain TOP @ 6:30 am
from the Historic Site

June 24th— 30th

Mountain TOP

Wednesday,
June 27th

SUPER SUMMER @ the EYE
5:30p—7:30p

Brad will be out of town from May 29th—June 9th, please adrttee church office if
needed or try him on his cell phone. He will alschecking his email periodically.

Don’t forget to check out our websteww.epworth-umc.com

for more info and pictures of activities
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