
E.Y.E. on Upcoming Meetings and Activities 
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August 7th & 8th will meet  
separately from 9th-12th 

1st-3rd Summer Sizzler at  
Beersheba Springs 

3rd 7th & 8th meet from 4-5:45 
9th –12th meet from 5:15– 7pm 

10th Kickoff Pool Party at the Berretts 
6p-9p 

16th Church Festival  
Help with Children’s Area 

17th Youth Group Elections 
Time will be determined 

24th Youth Council/Youth Group 
Time will be determined 

31st Labor Day Weekend 
TBD 

6th Warmth In Winter Design Team Meeting 
Blakemore UMC Nashville 9am 

20th - 21st Hands and Feet Mission Retreat 
Murfreesboro 

Special Events & Meetings in September 

Don’t forget to check out our website -www.epworth-umc.com  

for more info and pictures of activities 
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Epworth UMYF  
Benediction  

May the Lord bless you and 
keep you, 

 
May the Lord make His 

face shine upon you, 
and be gracious unto you, 

 
May the Lord lift up his 

countenance upon you, and 
give you peace. AMEN 

E.Y.E. on the musings of “Rachel the Intern” -  Tanzania  

 You finally make it home, get off the airplane, and 
then comes the inevitable question: how was Tanzania?  
Where does one even begin? 
 As I have found with most mission trips, going to 
serve, I returned having gained so much more than I was 
ever able to give.  There’s nothing like an African smile, 
and the flashing of that smile is a gift.  They praise with 
exuberance; Swahili, harmonies, rhythmic drum beats and 
hand claps swirling in the air.  People appreciate the little 
things.  Children play with paint bucket tops and plastic bag 
and rope soccer balls, delightfully entertained for hours on 
end.  There is a sense of community that we, here in the 
United States, have lost.  Kids roam around the village all 
day and mothers don’t fret.  They know that there is a vil-
lage full of mothers looking out for their children.  Time and 
distance are relative.  Four o’clock may mean five, and five 
kilometers may actually be twelve.  Time slows.  People 
stop and talk with one another in the street.  No one is 
passed without being greeted.  Materialism is lost.  When 
you watch the sunset, you can visibly see it sinking into the 
horizon.  Coming home, I am reaffirmed of the fact that 
without love, this life means nothing. 
 On the plane ride home I compiled a list, as many 
of us did, of things I have learned from Africa.  It reads as 
follows: 
Things I Learned From Africa 
1. time is relative 
2. expectations are dangerous 
3. it’s ok to feel what you feel 
4. soy sauce is “to die for” 
5. the best stoop seat is half sun, half shade 
6. sometimes you just have to say hapana (no) 
7. cornstalks can serve as spoons 
8. say hello to everyone you pass 
9. peanuts are the best when purchased with shillings 
10. it’s perfectly ok to re-wear dirty clothes 

11. tea is best taken with 3 teaspoons of sugar 
12. in a squat potty, technique is everything 
13. I am naturally scary enough to make a small child pee 
its pants 
14. tooth extractions require a Peltz headlamp 
15. bartering is polite 
16. enjoy and appreciate simple pleasures 
17. Tanzanian models don’t get paid much 
18. you need kerosene to remove oil-based paint 
19. kerosene in a water bottle looks a lot like water 
20. anything can be an offering 
21. making the sign for “OK” is not ok 
22. you can oftentimes see the truth “with your own eye” 
23. “aye, no” and “I know” sound exactly the same 
24. Africa does get cold in July 
25. playing spoons can be dangerous 
26. evil trolls hide in sleeping bags 
27. codeine is good stuff 
28. a life free of preconceived notions and expectations is 
liberating 
(Continued on Page 2) 
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E.Y.E. on upcoming meetings!  

 
29. God brings people together for a reason 
30. 75,000 shillings is way too much for a giraffe 
carving 
31. you can barter with shoes 
32. not everyone in the world knows of the legacy 
that is Pat Summit 
33. net ball is a girls’ game 
34. Africans love kick-boxing 

35. laughter enhances ab workouts 
36. relationships worth having are not affected by 
distance 
37. if you hear the sound of a bicycle bell behind 
you, move to the right 
38. sometimes lost things cannot be found 
39. Oreos come in the milk chocolate variety 
40. there must be a God somewhere 
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E.Y.E. on the musings of “Rachel the Intern” -  Tanzania  

E.Y.E. on the Mission Trip to Mississippi 
In preparation for the trip to Mississippi, we met down by 
the river at the new property to create an outdoor worship 
area.  The area is along the path to the river.  It consists of 
four benches and a large cross.  It is a beautiful addition to 
the area and has already been put to use, if you have not 
had the opportunity to see it, please take a trip down to the 
river. 
We left for Mississippi on June 14th, we stayed overnight 

in Tuscaloosa, AL at a quality hotel and we visited University of Alabama.  We made it 
to Lumberton, MS to begin the work week.  We combined with churches from Alabama, 
Florida, Ohio, Pennsylvania,  and Texas.  The area of Lumberton was hit not only by 
Hurricane Katrina but it was already in disrepair due to poverty.  While there we re-
paired roofs, painted houses, repaired floors, dry walled a room, built wheel chair ramps 
and decks.  We worked hard and had the opportunity to play hard also.  Many new rela-
tionships were formed between the families we served.  We also developed friendships 
among the other workcampers there with us.  There is already talk of trying to pull to-
gether a retreat between Waco 1st and Epworth somewhere between 
Texas and Tennessee.  We will have to see about that one.  Please take 
the time to talk to the youth and adults who participated on the trip.  
We could feel the prayers of the congregation throughout the trip.  We 
also greatly appreciated the financial support given to us through the 
mission fund, the plant sale, donations to the group, support from the 
Youth Service Fund and the families of those who went on the trip. 
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